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INTRODUCTION 


pert with a real concern for the glory and 
honour of Gop, and alfo for the prefent and eter- 
nal felicity of my fcllow-creaturcs, I can no longer 
delay unburdening my mind of a load which, at 
times, for fome months, has greatly affeted me. In- 
deed [have with much earneftnefs and longing expec- 
tation, looked around in order to fee who would ftep 
forth (without fear or favour) and fhew the houfe of 
Yrael their tran[erefions,and the feed of Facob their fins. 

Excerr fome {mall publications in the news- 
papers, and they only of little importance, I have 
feen nothing calculated to awaken a guilty land and 
a fecure people.—Happy fhould I be, if what I may 
write might excite fome abler pen to trace more at 
large this important fubjec. | 

THERE are none but thofe whofe minds are total- 
ly blinded by Sin, (fo that, having eyes, they fee not, ° 
ears, they hear not, neither do they underftand wiih 

their 
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their hearts) but muft fee a very dark and porten- 
tous cloud hanging over thefe colonies. 

Is it not the bounden duty of every onc, to do what. 
lies in their province and power to prevent the im- 
pending fcourge; and, Mofes like, to ftand in the 
gap, and intercede for a finful people, and a land 
which feems devoted to the rod of an almighty and 
offended Gon? It hehoves the Priefts of the Lorp, 
in a peculiar manner, to weep between the porch and 
the altar ; and let them fay, Spare thy people, O Lord / 
Joel ii. 17. 

I pare declare and pronounce, without the fpirit 
of divination, that Sin alone is the moral and pro- 
curing caufe of all thofe evils we cither feel or fear ; 
* and therefore till once the caufe is removed, in vain 
do we expect the effects to ceafe. It is the removal 
of Sin alone, that will render Gop propitious, and 
bring the bleffings of Peace down upon you and your 
children. ; 

That thefe colonies have been greatly and highly 
favoured of Gop, even from their firft fettlement 
to the prefent day, is a truth fo clear as if wrote 
with a fun-beam: and it ftands more clearly confeft 
to a difcerning eye, than the hand writing on the 
wall before the eyes of the Afjrian King with his 
whole Houfe of Lords! From the moft early period 
that the Inhabitants of Great-Britain tranfplanted 
themfelves to this land, how has the Hand of a good 


and gracious Gop interpoted in their behalf + In thou: 
fands 
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fands of infkances, his love and guardian care have 
been exemplified in the mg? amazing and tran/cendant 
manner ! The bleflings of the upper and of the nether — 
Jprings have indeed been abundantly their portion ! 
But alas! who that fears or loves Gop, does not fee, 
with grief of foul, the horrid and monftrous abufe of 
the kind favours of Heaven that have been conferred 
upon thefe lands? The inhabitants, Jefhurun like, 
have waxed fat and kicked; yea, they have lightly 
eficemed the rock of their falvation! Did Mofes call 
to that highly favoured People, Ob that they were 
wife, that they underftood this, that they would confider 
their latter end!—"ow applicable is the fame to us ! 
And how ought it to imprefs our minds. 

But in order that we may fee things in a clearer 
light, and that they may ftrike our minds with more 
energy, fo as to leave a God-like and lafting im- 
preffion there, I propofe to trace matters more at 
large, and, fo far as I am capable, to fet before you 
the truth, in the moft undifguifed manner. 

Ir has not been without much prayer and folemn 
thinking, that I have been conttrained to the prefent 
employ. I am not confcious of the leaft ill-will to 
any man or number of men upon the face of the 
earth. I would not harbour the leaft malevolence 
willingly againft any of my fellow-creatures ; no, not 
fora moment. I profefs myfelfa hearty lover and 
friend to all good men, whatever name, fec or party 
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they belong to; andas for the wicked and ungodly, 
of whatever fect or name, I love them with a love of 
pity, and earneftly. pray, and long, and labour for 
their falvation. = 

NEVERTHELESS, lam well aware that fome may 
think I bear too hard upon that fociety to which 
they belong, and expofe that nakednefs which I 
ought to caft'a veil over. Let me tell fuch, before 
I proceed further, that ifI thought no one would be 
offended, either with my manner or matter, I would 
this moment lay down my pen, and conclude that 
Gop never put it into my mind to write one word 
_on the prefent occafion; but, through the affiftance 
of divine ftrength, I am determined to proceed, and 
to fpeak the truth without fear, or hope of favour 

from any man. 

I xnow that, although oil is beft laid on with a 
feather, it is impofible to {trike fire from a flint with 
the fame: and Oh! might I be made the happy 
inftrument of ftriking the latent fpark from any 
flinty breafts, fo that, by divine grace, it might be 
kindled into a holy flame, to burn bright for the 
glory of Gop and the general good of mankind ; and 

_ atthe fame time for their own prefent and eternal 
happinefs !. Should this end be anfwered, I thall be 
amply rewarded for the trouble taken and time 
fpent in this little performance. 


AN 
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INTEND, through the bleffing of Gon, to pro- 
I ceed in the following manner : 

1. I propofe to take a view of religion from 
the moft early fettlement of thefe colonies down to 
the prefent day. ; 

2. I thall point out, a little, the decay of the life 
of religion ; what, in my judgment, hath been the 
caufe or caufes of the deplorable declenfion thereof, 
now every where fo evident in thefe lands. 

3. I thall thew fome of the dire and baleful effets 
of this general apoftacy from Gop and his ways. 

4. I will endeavour to point out fome means that 
may be ufed for the revival of true godlinefs, to the 
colonies in general, and to individuals in particular. 

5. I fhall fum up the whole with an affectionate 
exhortation. 

‘I. I propofe to take a view of religion from the 
moftt early fettlement of thefe colonies down to the 
prefent day. 

I fhall begin with New-England, and fo pais 
on.to the fouthern colonies. 

Wuo that is the leaft acquainted with the firft 
fettlement of that Colony, but muft know, unlefs 
they wilfully fhut their eyes againft the light of truth, 

that 
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that it was fettled by a race of the moft pious, 
holy and devoted men, that were at that time in 
Great-Britain; yea, 1 may venture to fay that were 
‘at that time in any land called chriftian? They free- 
ly left, in effe&, their all to ferve Gop, agreeable 
to the diétates of their confciences ; friends, houfes 
and lands they cheerfully abandoned, and crofled 
the wide ocean to an inhofpitable wildernefs, and 
for no other end or reafon but that they might 
ferve Gop and glorify his holy name. To fet this 
in.a clear light, I fhall only tranfcribe what is fo 
pertinent to my prefent purpofe, from men of un- 
doubted veracity and true devotion to Gop. 
_ « Tue generality of them were the near de- 
“ {cendants of the firft reformers in England ; they 
“were born of pious parents, who brought them 
< up in a courfe of ftridt religion, and under the 
« miniftry of the moft awakening preachers of thofe 
« days: like fo many Timothys, they were from 
“their childhood taught to know the holy fcrip- 
“ tures, to reverence them as the infpirations of Gop, 
<¢ and as the only true rule of faith and piety ; and 
« alfo to aim at both a pure fcriptural way of wor- 
< fhip, and at the vital power and practice of genuine 
“ godlinefs. ; 
~ € Great numbers of like pious difpofitions with 
<< the former, yet continued in the churches of Eng- 
« Jand, and in communion with them, as long as the 
«* higher powers indulged them, with earneft defires, 
«labours and hopes of a further reformation of 
_« worfhip ; but a fpirit of fevere impofition is let 
* Joofe upon thefe, and now at once, to the furprife 
¢ of the nation, in almoft every corner of the land, 
“ they are moved of Gop to look to this wildernefs, 
<< Many perfons of fhining figures are raifed up to 
« efpoufe their caufe, and venture with them. Their 
«Prince is prevailed upon to grant them a a 
: ' Pre} 
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« of diftinguifhing privileges. They, with joy, re- 
“¢ Jinquifh their once delightful feats, and their dear- 
< eft friends ; they caft themfelves and their chil- 
«< dren on the tumultuous ocean, and nothing can 
“ move them, fo they may come into a wildernefs to 
“< hear the voice of their teachers, to become a people 
“© devoted to Gov, obferve his laws, fet up his taber- 
“ nacle, behold his glory, and leave thefe things to their 
“¢ offspring for-ever. 

“ Terr civil and ecclefiaftical leaders were ex- 
“ emplary patterns of piety; they encouraged only 
« the virtuous to come with and follow them: they 
“¢ were fo ftriét with the vicious both in church and 
« ftate, that the incorrigible could not endure to 
“ live in the country : profane fwearers and drunk- 
<< ards were not known in the land; and it quickly 
“‘ grew fo famous for religion abroad, that {carce 
“any other but thofe who loved it, came over for 
“many years after. As for thofe who were here, 
<“ The fpirit from on high was poured upon them ; and 
* the wildernefs became a fruitful field, and as the 
“ garden of the Lord before them. ‘The Lord Jefus 
“ Chrift was fo plainly held forth, in the preaching 
“ of the gofpel, unto poor, loft and perifhing finners ; 
“ that the difcourfe, not only of the aged but of the 
« youth alfo, was not how Jhall we go to England? 
“ but how fhall we go to Heaven? O how did men 
“ and women, young and old, pray for grace, and beg 
<< for Chrift in thofe days! Many were converted, 
“and others eftablifhed in believing ; many were 
“ added unto the feveral churches where they lived, 
“and fpent a life in true devotion to the living 
*¢ Gop.” 

So far Mr. Prince in his Chriftian Hiftory. What 
an amiable and ftriking pi€ture is the above ? Who 
that reads it, that has the leaft favour of godlinefs, 
but muft confefs that Gop was with thefe people of 
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4 truth? But to fet this point fill in a more ftriking 
light, permit the to introduce fomething more per- 
tinent to the purpéfe. 

Doctor Increafe Mather, in his book entitled, 
The Glory departing fron New-Engiand, printed .in 
1702, writes as follows: “ ‘We are‘the pofterity of 
the good old Puritan Non-conformifts in England, 
“ who were a ftri& and holy people. Such were our 
“¢ fathers who followed the Lord into this wildernefs. 
“<< O New-England! New-England! Look to it that the 
* glory be not removed from thee, for it begins to go. O 
“ tremble ! for it is going, it is gradually departing ! 
« Although there is that of divine glory {till remain- 
«ing, which we ought to be very thankful for ; 
“ neverthelefs, much of it is gone; you that are aged 
“¢ perfons, and can remember what New-England 
“‘ was fifty years ago, that faw thefe churches in 
“their firft glory, is there not a fad decay and di- 
<¢ minution of that glory? How is the gold became dim, 
*< and the moft fine gold changed! Alas! what a 
*¢ change is there in that which hath been our glory! 
*¢ The time was, when thefe churches were beautiful 
Sas Tirzah, comely as Ferufalem, and terrible as an 
* army with banners / What a glorious prefence of 
“¢ Chrift was there in all his ordinances ! Many were 
“< converted, and joyfully declared what Gop had 
ss done for their fouls; and there were added tothe 
<¢ churches daily fuch as fhould be faved.” 

Tue fame author obferves on another occafion «as 
follows: “¢ The children of New-England are, or 
“once were, for the moft part, the children of 
“< godly men. What did our forefathers come into 
“‘ this wildernefs for? Not to gain eftates as men 
«¢ do now, but for religion; and that they might 
*¢ leave their children in ahopeful way of being 
*¢ truly religious. ‘There was a famous man that 
~ € preached, before one of the greateft affemblies 
“¢ that 
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** that ever was preached unto, feventy years ago, 
** and he told them, J have lived in a country feven 
“years, and all that time I never heard one pro- 
“* fane cath ; and all that time I never faw one man 
“* drunk in that land. Where was that country? It 
“was New-England!” 

Tuus you fee from the above, the glorious 
and flourifhing ftate of vital piety and true God- 
linefs in thefe days. I believe I can be bold to, 
affirm, if we may credit the hiftory of Great- 
Britain; or the annals of other reformed nations, 
that there had not been fuch days fince the dawn, 
of the reformation, as the Inhabitants of New- 
England then faw. But alas! after fome of the 
firit fettlers, minifters, magiftrates and people were 
dead, or enfeebled by age, what a change enfued ! 
How did Iukewarmnefs prevail,and, open _wicked- 
nefs abound? Hear what oné fays of this fad 
declenfion and apoftacy from Gop : 

« Bur are not found converfions become rare in 
‘* this day in many congregations? look into pulpits 
“ and fee if there is fuch a glory there as once was. 
“< When will Bofton fee a Cottos and a Norton again ? 
«© When will New-England fee a Hooker, a Shepherd, 
‘a Mitchel? Not a little part of the glory was laid in 
* the duft when thefe eminent fervants of Chrift were 
‘‘ laid in their graves. Look into our civil ftates: 
«< does Chrift reign there as once he did? How 
*. many churches, how many towns are thefe in New- 
‘¢ England that we figh over them and fay, the glory 
* is gone! How many are there among us, whofe 
‘fathers in coming into this wildernels, defigned 
* nothing but religion! but they are now for ano- 
<¢ ther intereft. There is fad caute to fear that great- 
“* er departures of the glory are haftening upon us: 
<< For firft, thofe fins which have provoked the Lord 
‘to remove his glory are not reformed; our ini- 
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* quities teftify againft us, and our backflidings are 
“many. ‘That there is a general defection in New- 
“ England, from primitive purity and piety in many 
* refpedts, is fo plain that it cannot be denied.” 

Another holy man writes thus: “ It is confefled 
‘© by all who know any thing of the matter, and Ob! 
“ why not with rivers of tears! that there is a gene- 
«ral and an horrible decay of chriftianity among 
“the profeffors of it; the glorious and heavenly 
«© religion of our precious Chrift, generally appears 
“¢ with quite another face in the lives of Chriftians 
« atthis day than in the years that are over and gone. 
«‘ The modern chriftianity is, too generally, but a 
<< very fhadow of the ancient. Ab! infil nation! Ab! 
“children that are corrupters, what have your hands 
“ done to defile and deface a jewel which, reftored unto 
“ its native luftre, would out/bine the fun in the firma- 
“© ment 1”? 

NotwirustTanpine the juft complaints and 
fearful apprehenfions of thofe worthy men, the 
Lorp in mercy has, from time to time, made bare 
his arm, and, in divers places, revived his work in 
New-England from that time till of late years. 

In the years 1679, 1683, 1696, 1712, and in 
1718, the Lorp bleft the miniftry of Mr. Stoddard, 
of Northampton, to the awakening very many fouls. 
Mr. Edwards, who fucceeded him in that place, was 
alfo much favoured of Gop in his labours among 
that people. In various other parts there were at 
times revivals, but too, too many of them were as the 
morning cloud and as the early dew, they foon died 
away ! Neverthelefs there was abundant caufe to 
adore Gop, and to praife the riches of his grace for 
thofe vifitations of his favour through Chrift Jefus. 
The confideration of which made fome write thus : 

«¢ Ix the mean time, it is furprifing to fee what an 
“happy alteration there is made, when Gop is 


< pleafed to blefs the difpenfation of his gofpel and 
ec the 
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* the inftitutions of his houfe, and confirm his word 
“in the mouths of his fervants: Now the eyes of 
“* the blind are opened, the cars of the deaf unftopped, 
“* the dumb are taught to fpeak, and they that were 
“* [piritually dead are raifed unto life! Shall it not 
“** be faid from this time, what hath Gop wrought ? 
“* Now they that have happily e/caped out of the fnare 
“¢ of the fowler, admire the wonders of free grace, 
** which remembered and wifited them. in their low 
“* ¢/ate. Now things put on the face of joy and 
** gladnefs as once they did at Samaria, when Chrift 
*‘ was there preached with fuccefs, Acts viii. 8. 
“* and there was great joy in that city !” 

Tue prayer of thofe good men was to this effed: 
“ But oh! that the fame good fpirit from on high, 
“was poured out upon the reft of the country. For 
“* what pity is it, that this fingle fleece only fhould 
** be wet with the dew of Heaven, while the adjacent 
“* parts remain comparatively dry. May the Lord 
** pleafe to revive his work, and help us to remember, 
“¢ hold faft and repent, and do our firft works ! May his 
_“ good {pirit be poured out from on high upon both 
“* minifters and people, that the one may preach 
*- more plainly, boldly, and with uncommon concern 
** for the glory of Gop and the good of immortal 
** fouls; and may the other attend with more ear- 
“neftnefs and care to the things that are fpoken, left 
** at any time they fhould let them flip !” 

From this time, which was about 1721, till the 
year 1734, there were various times and feafons, in 
which the power of Gop was difplayed, in divers 
places throughout the different governments of New- 
England; but in the above year 1734, began that 
very remarkable revival of religion under Mr. Ed- 
wards, in the town of Northampton, wherein many 
hundreds were awakened and favingly made ac- 
guainted with the living Gop. The blefled effects 
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of which reached to feveral places around, fo that 
a ferious concern appeared in many towns and vil- 
lages of Hampfhire, and alfo in Conneticut. 

Tuines continued in a hopeful way in divers 
places, altho’ others remained cold and barren; and, 
what was worfe, fome of the minifters traduced the 
work then carrying on, and alfo the blefled inftru- 
ments employed by Gop to that purpofe, till that 
memorable time of Gop fending his fervant George 
Whitefield to vifit thefe provinces. 

My obfervations on this important period will fall 
under a general f{ummary of the revival at that time, 
after I have glanced along all the provinces, as I firft 
propofed. 

2. LET us now pafs on from New-England to the 
province of New-York. It does not appear to me, by 
any thing I have feen or heard, that there ever had 
been any remarkable ftir in religious matters in that 
province, till within thefe forty years lait paft. Ido 
not make the leaft doubt, but there’ were many 
among the firft fettlers who feared Gop and fought 
the falvation of their fouls. Both among the Dutch © 
and the French refugees, there were certainly thofe 
who efteemed the things of eternity as their beft 
portion ; and I doubt not but many of thefe are now 
happy with Gop and the Lamb, and fhall be to all 
eternity. On the other Hand, that deep attachment ~ 
to the world and the things of the world; and alfo 
to modes and forms of worthip; with opinions, defti- 
tute of the power of godlinefs (which too, too many 
are deeply wedded to even in the prefent day) 
erafed the life of religion from fome, and hindered 
many more from embracing the gofpel in the life 
and power thereof. 

3. WE come next tothe province of New-Jerfey. 
Here alfo we are in the dark with refpeé to any ac- 
counts of particular revivals of the work of Gop, 

in 
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in its life and power thereof, till within thefe fifty 
years. It is true we have accounts from the various 
journals of the people called Quakers, of lively 
meetings and comfortable feafons experienced by 
them; and Iam ready to think that the moft of the real 
lite and power of godlinefs that was manifelt in the 
lives and condua of the early fettlers in this pro- 


vince was found among that people. -I do not in the 


leaft doubt but there were various individuals, and 
fome minifters, Who knew the word of life, and felt 
the powers of the world to come, who were of other 
denominations, as well as the people above fpoken 
of: but as we have nothing particular handed down 
of any remarkable revival of the power of godlinefs, 
at leaft not that hath fallen in my way, till the year 
1730, under the miniftry of Mr, John Tennant, who 
was fettled at Freehold in the preceding year ; it 
cannot be expected that fuch a particular account 
can be given of the fame, as fome, and alfo myfelf, 
could with, 

We are informed that the condition of the people 
in Freehold, with regard to fpiritual things, was 
truly deplorable, when the good providence of Gop 
brought Mr. John Tennant among them. The 


Lorp gave him a love to that people, which made _ 


him furmount every hinderance that feemed to be in 
his way. The bleffed and falutary fruits which 
flowed from his labours, for the fpace of two years, 
were the awakening and converfion of many fouls. 
Thus the Lorp, who knew that his time was fhort, 
enabled him to labour more for his glory and the 
advancement of his kingdom, in a little time, than 
fome perform in the {pace of thirty or forty years. 
Arter his death, Mr. William Tennant fucceed- 
ed his brother among that people. So faras we can 
judge, he walked in the footfteps of his deceafed 
brother, both in his zeal for the glory of Gop, and 
in 
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in his ufefulnefs to the fouls of thofe he laboured 
amongift. By the accounts we have, there was more 
or lefs, a religious concern among that people and 
among fome others in places adjacent, till the time: 
of that great revival, which followed Mr. White- 
field’s labours, in thefe provinces. A Dutch minifter 
named Mr. Facobus Frelinghoufa, with fome other 
Englith minifters, about the fame time began to la- 
bour in earneft for the good of immortal fouls. The 
refult of which was, that they bore the prophets 
fhadow ; the hatred of the wicked and ungodly, 
but the love of all who earneftly defired to fave 
their fouls. Thus the way was opening for the 
bleffed revival that foon after followed ; but of this 
in the fequel. ; 

Tue {mall academy which old Mr. Tennant kept 
at Nefhamini, was made a very great bleffing to feve- 
ral young men, in preparing them for the work of 
the miniftry ; not fo much by the learning they 
there obtained, as by the {piritual and holy manner 
wherein the good old man endeavoured to train 
them up, that fo the learning they obtained might be 
employed to the honour of Gop, their own good, 
and the happinefs of their fellow-creatures. When 
this is the cafe, learning is no longer as a fword in 
the hand of a madman : which, alas ! is the cafe with 
too many; the dire effect of which is, that it only 
ferves them to /catter all around firebrands, arrows 
and death! The baneful influence of an unfandtified 
education, is of fuch a horrible tendency as ought to 
make many mafters tremble, if they truly under- 
ftood the fphere and calling they are engaged in. 

Tue good old man above-mentioned, took care to 
prepare the minds of his pupils, by fetting before 
them, both in precept and in example, the way that 
they fhould walk, in order to live to the glory of 
Gop and to tle honour of his name. 

4. COME 


C um ) 

4. Come we now to the province of Pennfylvania. 
And here let us take a curfory view of’ religious 
matters, from its firft fettlement till the year 1740, 
which was about the time that the univerfal ftir 
began all around. There is not the leaft doubt 
but that there were various pious and well difpofed 
people amongft the ancient Swedes who firft fettled 
here ; and I am the more inclined to believe. this, 
as I ftill fee feveral of their defcendants who truly 
fear and love Gop to the prefent day. But their 
numbers being fmall, and no’ particular accounts 
handed down to us, we can fay but little of them 
with refpe& to a general or deep piety, only we 
hope the beft concerning them, as well as the firft 
fettlers already mentioned. Neverthelefs let no 
man think that from hence I would conclude, that 
they all were fuch as the gofpel teaches mankind to 
be: no, I prefume, that had the firft fettlers in 
this province, with thofe of New-Jerfey and New- 
York, been of the fame fpirit that thofe of New- 
England were, we fhould have had tranfmitted 
down to us more ample accounts of the work of 
Gop, and the flourifhing of religion, either among 
themfelves, or in labouring for the converfion of 
the poor Indians; thoufands of which furrounded 
them on every fide. 

ArT and about the time that fo many worthy fer- 
vants of Gop, and minifters of the gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrilt, were filenced by the a@ of 
uniformity (which was one great occafion of fo 
many hundreds flocking to America, and in par- 
ticular to New-England) the people called Quakers 
began to increafe in Great-Britain. Many of them, 
notwithftanding fome peculiarities, were, without 
the thadow of a doubt, faithful and worthy fervants 
of the Lord of Glory. The fuffcrings they bore 
about that time, and for the moft part of Charles 
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the fecond’s reign, and alfo the manner of them, 
they endured with that chriftian and patient fpirit, 
which none but thofe who know the power of godli- 
nefs, can with refignation and joy fubmit to. Several 
of them, as well as the Puritan Non-conformitts, be- 
gan to turn their eyes to this new weitern world. 
Accordingly fome of them embarked for America, 
and for fome years there were here and there a few 
{catered up and down feveral of the northern pro- 
vinces. 

In the year 1681 William Penn, for the fervices 
his father had rendered the nation, got a grant from 
his majefty of that part of America now called Penn- 
fylvania, with the counties of Newcaftle, Kent and 
Suffex on Delaware ; and foon after he hada charter 
granted to him for the fame. As foon as this was 
known throughout the kingdom of Great-Britain, 
many of the people called Quakers, rich and poor, 
male and female, began to prepare to leave their 
native land and embark for America. The motive 
that induced many to leave England, I make not 
the leaft doubt, was the fame as made the chief 
of the firft fettlers come to New-England—they 
wanted to worfhip Gop according to what they be- 
lieved wag the moft agreeable to his will and facred 
word. This they could not do in quietnefs at 
home, and therefore they cheerfully croffed the 
rolling ocean, as did the Non-conformifts, to land 
in a world to them and theirs unknown. I cannot 
help rere eS that this people, as they only 
wanted to worthip Gop in peace, fo they always 
have continued a loyal and peaceable people to the 
prefent day. Ihave never met, in the courfe of my 
reading or converfation, with one inftance in which 
that people ever perfecuted one man or woman for 
confcience-fake. Would to Gop that this could be 
{aid of every other name, fect or party into which 
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chriftendom and. thefe colonies are divided! But 


alas ! the contrary is wrote in blood, and fhines with a’ 


crimfon ftain in the annals of chriftian nations. 

Ir was not long after William Penn obtained the 
charter for this province, before things put on a 
different appearance with refpea& to religion: vari- 
ous of their fpeakers came over and fettled among 
them; and many from time to time vifited them 
from Great-Britain and Ireland. They were not 
contented that among their own people there fhould 
be found the life and power of godlinefs only ; no, 
they went north and fouth through thefe provinces, 
and alfo fome of them to the Wett-Indies, to declare 
the glad tidings of falvation. Thus the number of 
that people increafed mightily in this province, and 
alfo in feveral of the reft. 

NotwitusTanpine a few’ peculiarities, which 
fome of this people were fubjeét to from the moft 
early period of their rife, which too too often 
in fome bordered upon, and with others, funk into 
enthufiafm; there were many among them that 
were fenfible, difereet and fpiritual perfons. ‘The 
life and power of Gop attended their meetings, and. 
many were enabled * to worfhip Goo in fpirit and 
“in truth.” If any perfon or perfons arofe among 
them, who run into wild extravagancies, the bulk 
of their fpeakers and people always difapproved of 
- their conduct; and, after being again and again 
admonifhed by them, if there was no change, ex- 
cluded them from their connetion, 

Wuite this people in general remained poor, and 
kept faft hold of their firft principles, both in doc- 
trine and difcipline, in the life and power of the 
gofpel ; there were many among them who walked 
as the redeemed of the Lord, and adorned the Zofpel of 
Gop their Saviour: They were patterns of plain-. 
nefs and felf-denial to all around, in word and in. 

- deed. 


ei 3 

deed. The greateft number of this people conti« 
nued in this fpirit for forty or fifty years after Wil- 
liam Penn’s grant of the province and charter of 
Pennfylvania. There are none who are properly 
acquainted with their hiftory, and at the fame time 
with the journals of various of their principal fpeak- 
ers, fuch as George Fox, William Penn, Edward 
Burrough, George. Whitehead, W. Edmunfon, T. 
Chalkley, with a variety of others, both male and 
female, but muft fee in the moft confpicuous man- 
ner, unlefs their minds are blinded by prejudice, 
that they were highly favoured of God. The above 
perfons were men of deep piety, with many others, 
both publick fpeakers and private members, and 
feveral of them were men of good fenfe and edu- 
cation :_witnefs, Robert Barclay in his apology, 
and William Penn in his “* No crofs, no crown.” 
Although I never could, to the prefent hour, recon- 
cile my mind to women {peaking in publick, either 
from {eripture or reafon ; yet at the fame time I 
have not the leaft doubt but there have been, and 
are to the prefent day, women fpeakers among the 

uakers, who are perfons of good fenfe and deep 
devotionto Gop. I muft confefs that I have ad- 
mired their bold and chriftian conduct, under fevere, 
“not to fay cruel and unchriftian, treatment, which 
from time to time they were expofed to by their bitter 
perfecutors. My defign does not at all lead me to 
confider the juftnefs or unjuftnefs of their fufferings 
either in Great-Britain, America or elfewhere— 
this is already done at large by others. Neverthe- 
lefs, I cannot help thinking, as every impartial per- 
fon muft do, that the meafures with which the 
proceeded againft many of them, were really hard: 
and by fome of thofe who of all others fhould have 
been the laft perfons to lay their hands upon their 
brethren and fellow-chriftians. But, waving this 
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point, I return to my proper plan. After the Qua- 
kers had fpread themfelves through this province, 
and their number increafing, they alfo circulated 
throughout moft of the other provinces, and many 
were added to their number. From the year 1710 
till the year 1740, the time when the general _revi- 
val of religion began in moft of the American pro- 
vinces, however the Quakers might increafe in 
number, the life and power of the gofpel began to 
decline in many; and there arofe a new generation, 
many of which knew little of the Gon of their 
fathers, or the powers of the world to come. 
Although there were movings now and then, and 
under fome particular fpeakers, there might be a 
confiderable ftir, yet much of the glory was departed 
from them / Some of their elders faw this with grief 
of foul; and various of their publick fpeakers bore 
a faithful teftimony againft their falling away from 
that which was once their glory and crown ; name- 
ly, that inward light and life that made their fore- 
fathers triumph over pain and death. Indeed they, 
as well as the ferious part of the inhabitants of 
New-England, might truly addrefs one another in 
the following words : Who ts left among you that faw 
this houfe in her firft glory? And how do you fee it 
now? HacGarii. 3. But the worm was got to the 
root of the gourd, and it began to decay more and 
more, and worldly profperity feemed to {weep thou- 
fands along with it, and that to everlafting ruin. 
To expatiate on this, will come under my confider- 
ing the declenfion of the life and power of the gofpel 
in thefe colonies. a 

5. ProceED we now to the province of Maryland: 
It does not appear to me from any accounts that I 
have ever feen, that this province has been ever 
remarkable for religion. I make no doubt but there 
have been feveral minifters who were pious, well- 
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meaning men, and were rendered a blefling to vari- 
ous fouls ; and we have alfo reafon to believe that, 
fcattered up and down, there were many private 
Chriftians who, according to the light they had, 
might adorn the gofpel of Gon their Saviour. Lam 
ready to think, and that not without fome reafon, 
that fixty or eighty years ago there was move of the 
life of religion among the people called Quakers 
than was to be found among any other fociety in 
that colony. As the church of England is in that 
province eftablifhed by law, and the fupport of! 
the clergy does not depend upon the good will of 
the people, in the way and manner as it does in 
other provinces, this hath opened a door for many 
to intrude themfelves into the clerical’ character, 
who are totally unworthy of the facred and vene- 
rable name of the minifters of the Lord Fefus 
Chri. Some may wonder that I have faid nothing 
as I have gone along of the church of England, its 
minifters and people ; and alfo that I have taken 
no notice of the Annabaptifts, Lutherans and 
Dutch Calvinifts ; with fome others of Jater date, 
as to their rife, in thefe‘colonies. I anfwer, it is 
not for want of taking notice of them that I have 
not mentioned them as I paffed along ; but I have 
purpofely omitted them that I might make my ob- 
fervations on each Saciety at once, ‘after having 
paffed through all the provinces. Not only fo, but 
as fome of thefe are of a late rife, they will come 
within my intended plan of taking a view of reli- 
_ gion, fromthe time of Mr. Whitefield’s firft land- 
* ing in thefe colonies to the prefent day. 

As for the Church of England, after I have gone 
through all the colonies, and made fome remarks as 
I pafs along, which may feem a little pertinent to 
my purpofe, I fhall then, as fome travellers have done, 


ftand upon fome eminence and view the whole land- 
fcape, 
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fcape, with regard to religion in that communion, 
and prefent the reader, at one view, with the paft and 
prefent flate of the work of Gop in thatchurch. I 
fhall alfo fum up together at once, what I have to 
fay with refpect to the Baptifts ; and as I treat of the 
revival of the work which began in a particular 
manner about the year 1740, I fhall have occafion 
to take notice of feveral other fmaller focieties of 
people as they rife in view before me; fome of which 
having had their rife about that period, and fome 
not long before. 

To return to Maryland: The appearance that the 
Prefbyterians and Baptifts make in that province is 
not of long ftanding, and therefore what I have to 
fay of them will come under my general obfervati« 
ons of the revival mentioned above. 

Ir is much to be wifhed that we had fome more 
light into the ftate of religion inthis province fixty, 
eighty or anhundred years ago. With regard to 
any accounts fent home by the miffionaries, and 
publithed by order of the fociety for the propagation 
of the gofpel in foreign parts, we have but little light 
caft upon this dark period. 

Misstonaries made and appointed by men will 
never anfwer the end, unlefs appointed by Gop at 
the fame time. For the proof of this, fee the life of 
that venerable man John Elliot, and his labours 
among the New-England Indians; as alfo Mr. 
Mayhew and fons, on Martha’s Vineyard; with vari- 
ous other worthy and zealous labourers, who were 
engaged in the fame work for the converfion of 
the Indians. I have often been amazed that we have 
never heard of any particular work in the provinces 
to the fouth of New-England, among the Indians by 
the firft planters. Little or no attention was paid to 
the fouls of the natives, when compared with what 
was done in New-England; and indeed how eae 
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thofe who very little regarded their own fouls, take 
any care or fhew the leaft concern for the fouls of 
others? The cafe has not been much better with 
thofe of later date. Upon the whole, I am ready 
to conclude that, with great numbers in this pro- 
vince of the old inhabitants, they had no more of 
chriftianity than the name; and their life and conver- 
fation was a fcandal to the very heathen among 
whom they dwelt. Iffome of the oldeft perfons now 
living in that province are to be credited, this is the 
plain matter of fact, as I have had it from their own 
mouths. 

6. Wecome next to the province of Virginia: 
Here alfo we are at a lofs for any early accounts of 
vital piety and true godlinefs {preading itfelf through- 
out this colony. I make not the leaft doubt but many 
of the firft inhabitants, and alfo fome of their mini- 
fters, might be acquainted with the life and power 
of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and this fpirit might 
continue among various perfons for many years ; 
but at the fame time [ cannot help thinking, that 
numbers of the firft inhabitants were wicked beyond 
meafure, and finned againft Gop with an high hand. 
I wifh to Gop that none of their teachers had fet 
them the example; but alas! this is wrote on the 
records of eternity, never to be erafed, againft the 
finners that die in their fins, and in their blood before 
Gop. 

Tue fame door has been opened, with a few re- 
ftrictions, for the intrufion of improper perfons into 
the work of the miniftry in Virginia as in Mary- 
land. It has been matter of complaint for many 
years, of the wretched lives of the Clergy in thofe 
two provinces, and efpecially thirty, forty and fifty 
years ago. The Quakers early went into Virginia, 
and fome good was done by their labours, but it was 
far from being extenfive. As for the labours of the 
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Baptifts, they are not fo early as thofe I am now look- 
ing into, and therefore I fhall treat of them in a differs 
ent place. From any accounts we have handed down 
of the profperity of religion in that province, before 
the years 1730 or 1740, we can draw but a poor 
picture of the amiable doétrine of our Lord and 
Saviour Fefus Chrift. Indeed many of the early 
fettlers of that province, as well as fome others of 
later date, came to it with no other defign than to 
make, what they called, a fortune. If fo, can we 
wonder that religion in its life and power was one 
of the leaft and laft things attended to? This is a 
truth, however melancholy, that fhines as clear as 
the noon-day ! 

7. We may now pafs forward and take a view, of . 
North and South-Carolina, at one and the fame time. 

We do not find any account extant, that gives us 
any fatisfa€tory view of religion in thefe colonies, be~ 
fore the year 1740. Charity obliges us to believe 
that there might be feveral {cattered up and down in 
thefe two provinces, that truly feared Gop and obey- 
ed the gofpel of our Lord Jefus ; and that here and 
there a minifter might be found who preached the 
goipel with a meafure of light and power ; but at the 
fame time, upon the beft information I can obtain, 
there never was any remarkable revival of pure and 
undefiled religion, to the converfion of hundreds to 
the living Gop, before the time above taken notice 
of. So that we have too much reafon to believe that 
numbers of the people, both white and black, re- 
mained grofsly ignorant with refpect to divine things, 
and freely indulged. their depraved defires, which 
too too many wantonly and wickedly plunge them- 
{elves into to the prefent day. 

Some of the Quaker fpeakers and alfo of the Bap- 
tifts, had been pretty early in thefe provinces, efpe- 
cially the former, but we do not hear of any confi- 
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derable work under them, in the move early times 
among the firft fettlers. 

8. As for the colonies of Georgia and Nova- 
Scotia, .we ftill have. lefs:to fay of them than the 
preceding: it is only within thefe forty years that 
Georgia has made any appearance in a commercial 
way, and it is ftill later with refpect to Nova- 
Scotia; fo that we cannot draw from them thofe pleaf- 
ing accounts of religion, among the firft inhabitants, 
that foe others of the colonies afford. 

Tue provinces of Canada; Eaft and Weft Florida, 
do not come within my plan, feeing they are of fo 
late a union with the reft of the Britith empire in 
America; neverthelefs fomething of this addrefs 
.may be rendered applicable to them, before I have 
done, as well as the reft of the colonies. 

g. TakE we now a flight view of the Britith 
iflands in America. From time immemorial, the 
Weft-India iflands have been the habitations, not of 
piety and true godlinefs, but of all manner of wick- 
ednefs and debauchery. | Indeed, by the labours of 
the Quakers in the ifland of Barbados, and fome 
other of the fmaller iflands, to which fome of them 
went fifty, fixty, feventy or eighty years ago and 
upwards, there was good done among various of 
the people ; but it did not appear fo general in any 
of the iflands they vifited as in the ifland of Bar- 
bados, where many were powerfully wrought upon, 
and favingly turned to that Gop who bought them . 
with the blood of his dear Son. To this day there 
remains in that ifland, the veftiges of what the in- 
habitants once were. By all accounts, as well as 
from being an eye and ear witnefs to the conduct 
of the inhabitants, they are the moft moral, civil, 
and well-behaved, of any people in all the Weft-_ 
Indies. All the early accounts we have of the peo- 


ple of the Weift-Indies, are truly replete with every 
thing 
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thing that mut occafion mourning and lamentation 
in the breaft of a real chriftian. Before that earth- 
quake happened at Jamaica, in which Port-Royal 
was fwallowed up, the minifter of the above place 
obferved, “that the wickednefs of the people was 
** fo great, that as he walked along and faw their 
‘¢ hellith condué, heoften thought, furely the ground 
“* will open and fwallow up this people, and thereby 
‘make them examples for pofterity, becaufe of 
“their great wickednefs againft Gop.” The 
dreadful event too fatally proved the truth of his 
prediction. When I read this account fome years. 
ago, I could not help thinking that this minifter 
was truly as a black fwan indeed ! For it has been, 
and is a truth notorious to the prefent day, that 
the clergy of the Weft-India iflands, are in ‘general 
a {candal to their name and profeflion. I do not in 
the leaft doubt but here and there fome few may” 
have been found in thofe iflands who had the fear 
of Gop before their eyes; but I am ftrongly in- 
~ clined to believe from all the accounts fallen in my 
way, that they were like the prophets berries, ere 
and there one an the topmoft boughs of the tree. 
faiah xvii. 6. : 

As for the inhabitants of Newfoundland, we have 
little or no accounts of religion flourifhing among 
them for fifty or fixty years back. We do not 
indeed hear of that horrid depravity of manners, 
fo common among them, as among the inhabitants 
of the Weft-Indies: but I am apt to think that will 
and inclination was not wanting, only they had not 
thofe incentives to univerfal wickednefs that were 
found, and are to this day, in the Weft-India 
iflands. ‘The coldnefs of the climate, and the want 
of thofe luxuries with which thofe iflands abound, 
may, in fome meafure, account for the people of 
Newfoundland being more exemplary in their con- 
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du& and behaviour: not only fo, but the inter- 
courfe that ifland has had with feveral ferious per- 
fons from New-England, from time to time, might 
alfo be of great ufé to the inhabitants, to pre- 
ferve in their condué the appearance of chriftianity. 
1 fhall have occafion to make fome further remarks 
on the conduét of the inhabitants of the iflands 
_refpecting religion, when I come to take notice of 
the general declenfion of the life and power of god- 
linefs, and the caufes of the fame throughout thefe 
colonies. 

~ 10. [now come to that remarkable revival of 
religion, in its life and power, which began in a 
moit peculiar manner about the year 1740, and 
Yoon fpread its benign influence over moft of the 
colonies. There had indeed been various out-pour- 
ings of Gon’s fpirit in feveral places, from the 
year 1730 to this time ; and there were divers mi- 
nifters ftirred up to labour with boldnefs in the 
work of Gop, which in fome fenfe laid the foun- 
dation and paved the way for that which foon fol- 
lowed. 

_ It was in the year 1735 that Mefflieurs John and 
Charles Wefley, with Mr. Benjamin Ingham, ali 
clergymen in communion with the church of Eng- 
Jand, with fome other gentlemen, embarked for 
Georgia, in which province they all fafely arrived. 
After a few months fpent im the province, Mr. 
Charles Wefley and Mr. Ingham returned to Eng- 
land, the way not being open to purfue their in- 
tended plan of preaching the gofpel to the Indians. 
Mr. John Weifley fpent near two years in Georgia, 
and in fome occafional journies to South-Carolina, 
and then returned to England. 

The fame day that he came into the Downs, Mr. 
Whitefield left them on his way to America. He 
arrived fafe at Georgia in the year 1738, and 
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worthily filled up the place of his predeceffor. In 
that early period he gave a full proof, as he had 
alfo done in England, that he was called of Gop 
in a peculiar manner to be ufeful to the fouls of the 
children of men. His continuance in Georgia was 
about four months, in which time his labours were 
bleffed to many ;.he then paffed into Carolina ; and 
after fome further fervice there; embarked at 
Charleftown in a fhip bound for London. He 
landed at Limerick in Ireland, and then made the 
beft of his way to London, where he arrived fafe on 
Friday December 8. 

‘I musr apprife the reader, before I go further, 
that I do not intend to write a journal of Mr. 
Whitefield’s travels, nor of his fuccefs in America, 
with thofe who were engaged in the fame work ; 
no, my defign is only to. take a brief view of the 
work in general, as it was then glorioufly carrying 
on throughout thefe colonies. ‘Thofe that would 
fee this at large, may confult Mr. Whitefield’s jour- 
nals and life, as alfo the Succes of the go/pel, com- 
piled by Mr. John Gillies, one of the miifters of 
Glafgow. 

Aucust 14, 1739, Mr. Whitefield embarked a 
fecond time-for America, and arrived at Philadel- 
phia the beginning of November. While he tar- 
ried here he had the free ufe of the churches, to 
which the people flocked in numbers to hear the 
word from his lips. From thence he was invited to 
New-York, but there the ufe of the church was 
denied him : he therefore preached in the fields, 
as he had done in England, and afterwards in the 
Prefbyterian meeting-houfe. Here I cannot help 
exprefling my grief, for the conduc of thofe who. 
refufed Mr. Whitefield the ufe of the church of 
England here, and alfo in feveral other places. 
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Turs conduct made him the more willingly accept 
the invitations of the Prefbyterians, and others that 
diffented from. the’ church of England, who re- 
ceived him with open arms. - Not only fo, but it 
made many join to thofe focieties, who otherwife 
would have probably lived. and died members of 
the church of England. On his. return to Phila- 
delphia he preached in many places in New-Jerfey, 
and the word did not return void, but did in many 
accomplifh the end for which p fent it. Many 
were alarmed and brought to cry out, What /halt 


I do to be faved! and many of Gop’s people 


were greatly comforted. Then it was that the fa- 
cred flame was kindled, which burnt fo bright for 
feveral years, to the converfion of many fouls. 
ArFTer he had fpent fome time in the provinces 
of New-York, New-Jerfey and Pennfytvania, he fet 
off by land, in company with two or three friends 
for Georgia, where he arrived fafe in the month of 
January. He preached at feveral places in Mary- 
land, Virginia and North-Carolina before he arrived 
at Charleftown. After he had laid the foundation 
of the Orphan-houfe, he left Georgia about the 
middle of April, and fet off for Philadelphia. 
Wuen he returned to Philadelphia he found the 
ufe of the church denied him, which made him 
take to the fields, where many thoufands attended 
and heard the word with joy. From Philadelphia he 
went and vifited many places in the province, and al- 
fo in the provinces of New-York and New-Jerfey : 
wherever he went, the found of his mafter’s feet was 
heard behind him. Sinners were flocking to Chrift 
as daves ta the windows, and many were rejoicing 
in Gop their Saviour. Many of the minifters were 
ftirred up to be more zealous for the Lorp of 
Hofts; and he alfo heard from various perfons, of 
the happy effects, and bleffed fruits of his ss 
vilit. 
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vifit. ‘This gave freth life to his labours, and made 

him unwearied in the work of the Lorn. He re- 
turned to Savannah on the fifth of June; and, 

after he had fettled matters at the Orphan-houfe, he 

embarked for New-England. He came fafe to 

Rhode-Ifland September 14, and from thence went 

to Bofton. Here a large and an effectual door was 

opened for the furtherance of the gofpel. The 

Prefbyterian clergy, and many gentlemen, the go- 

vernor not excepted, received him with open arms. | 
The places for publick worfhip were crowded with 

attentive hearers, and the word was attended with 

divine energy from on high. 

From Bofton he went to feveral other places in 
the different provinces of New-England : wherever 
he went the Lord Jefus Chrift favoured him with 
his prefence, and attended the word preached by 
him with much power, to the awakening and cone 
verfion of many fouls. The language of feveral of 
the minifters of Bofton, in fome of their letters, was, 
“¢ He has been received here as an angel of Gop, 
«¢ and fervant of Jefus Chrift.”’ All the letters of one 
minifter to another, and of private chriftians, were 
full of expreflions of the fame nature. The go- 
vernor fhewed him extraordinary refpe&, carrying 
him from place to place in his coach; and, on a 
certain time, the good old man could not help ex- 
prefling himfelf thus, “‘ Thanks be to Gop for fuch 
“ refrefhing’sin our way to heaven.” ' 

Mr. Whitefield preached his farewel fermon to 
above twenty thoufand on the common near Bofton, 
and then fet out for New-York : he was attended 
by many friends, minifters and private chriftians, 
and he embraced every opportunity of preaching 
Chrift wherever he came. After fpending a few 
days at New-York, he fet forward for Philadelphia, 
where he arrived November 8. He preached ina 
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variety of places in his way ; and when he came to 
Philadelphia he preached in a houfe built on purpofe 
for him, to fome thoufands of fouls. After fpend- 
ing about three weeks in Philadelphia, and the 
places adjacent, he fet out for Charleftown in South- 
Carolina, where he arrived after a paflage of eight 
or nine days. In this laft journey to the north, he 
was enabled to preach 175 times in the {pace of 60 
or70 days. Now it was that the /pirit was poured 
out from on high in a moft glorious manner, and 
many of different fe&ts and perfuafions were faving- 
ly brought to the knowledge and love of Gop. 
Many of the members of the church of England, 
Prefbyterians, Quakers, Baptifts and Germans, 
were awakened out of fleep, and brought to cry, 
Lorp fave us or we perifh ! There were now 
many faithful labourers, heartily engaged for the 
promotion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, fo that reli- 
gion almoft became fafhionable in the provinces of 
New-England, New-York, New-Jerfey and Penn- 
fylvania. The/e were indeed days of the fon of man, 
when he rode triumphant in the chariot of his gofpel, 
and thoufands bowed to bis bleffed fway, and cheerful- 
ly obeyed his. benign commands. Mr. Whitefield took 
fhip for England on January 16, and arrived at 
Falmouth the 11th of March. 

In Auguft 1744 he embarked for America once 
more, where he fafely arrived at N. York after a paf- 
fage of eleven weeks. He had now the pleafure of 
being informed how much the work had flourifhed 
fince he went for England. So aftonifhed were fome 
minifters at {eeing fuch difplays of the riches of di- 
vine grace, that they thought the time was come 
‘‘-when a nation fhould be born in a day.’ Inthe 
midft of all this, there were not wanting others who 
did every thing in their power, to caft an odium on 
the glorious work then carrying on in this land, 
and 
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and alfo on thofe whom Gop ufed as the inftru- 
ments : but the greateft load fell on Mr, Whitefield, 
who by divine grace rofe fuperior to all that men 
or devils could do againft him. He now took his 
tour through New-England, New-York, the Jerfies 
and Pennfylvania, as he had done before, where he 
preached to thoufands and tens of thoufands, who 
gladly attended the word of life. In his way to the 
fouthward he preached at various places, but did not 
make any ftay. He found there was a good work 
begun in feveral places in Virginia, and the fame 
was fpreading more and more. He was often much 
out of order in this journey, but the power and pre- 
fence of Gop made him triumph over all. 

By the example that Mr. Whitefield fet before 
many minifters of different denominations, and the 
fuccefs that attended his labours, numbers were 
ftirred up to labour with great earneftnefs in the 
vineyard of the Lorp. None feemed to tread fo 
faft upon the heels of Mr. Whitefield as Mr. Gil- 
bert Tennant, whofe labours were bleffed with un- 
common fuccefs. Many minifters were much own- 
ed of Gop, and there were added to their congre- 
gations fuch as fhould be faved. 

Arter Mr. Whitefield had fpent a little time in 
Georgia, and fettled his affairs there, he went for 
Bermudas on the account of his health, where he 
fpent feveral months with pleafure, and profit to 
many fouls.’ He then embarked for England, and 
arrived at London July 6, 1748, after an abfence of 
neat four years. While Mr. Whitefield was abfent, 
the work was more or lefs profpering in all the 
colonies. In every province fouls were awakened 
and brought to Gop; but the provinces to the 
north flourifhed moft in lively minifters and people. 

In the year 1754, March 7, Mr. Whitefield tools 
fhip for America once more. He arrived at ee 
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fort in South-Carolina May the 27th. After or- 
dering his affairs at the Orphan-houfe, and {pending 
fome time in Carolina with pleafure and fuccefs 5 
he went by water: to New-York, where he arrived 
July 27, and preached backwards and forwards 
from New-York to Philadelphia, till the middle of 
September. We do not hear of any great ftir at 
this time, although his congregations were as large 
as ever. It is probable that fome began to fettle 
on their lees, and others to return with the dog to 
his vomit once more. He arrived at Bofton, Odto- 
ber g, and preached there with great acceptance. 
«¢ At Rhode-Ifland and Bolton,” he obferves, “ fouls 
“fly to the gofpel like doves to the windows.” 
He travelled as far north as Portfmouth, preaching 
always twice, and fometimes thrice a day, and his 
labours were not in vain, either in thofe parts or 
in Bofton. He went from Rhode-Ifland to Mary- 
land and Virginia, where his labours were bleft to 
many, which made him regret his not coming foon- 
eramong them. ‘There were feveral churches open- 
ed to him; and fome came fifty miles in order to 
hear him. In the month of February 1755, he got 
fafe back to Charleftown, and from thence went te 
Savannah ; from which he embarked for England, 
and arrived on the 8th of May at Newhaven in 
Suffex. 

He embarked again for America, in a fhip bound 
from Greenock in Scotland for Virginia, where he 
fafely arrived after a paflage of twelve weeks, in 
the latter end of Auguit. He fpent the months of 
September, October and November at Philadelphia, 
and the places adjacent. His health was now much 
impaired, fo that he could fearce preach oftener than | 

‘twice a week. In the latter end of November he 
fet out for New-York, preaching in various places 
in the Jerfies by the way. At New.20%s ia la~ 
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bours were bleft to the rich as well as poor ; but I do 
not perceive fuch an alarming of finners, as attended 
his miniftrations there and in other places in times 
paft. Nay, Iam well perfuaded, however his con- 
gregations might continue large, that there was 
a fad decay both among preachers and people of 
their former life, love and zeal for the glory of 
Gop. After leaving New-York he preached in fe- 
veral places.on Long-Ifland, in his way to Bofton. 
He arrived there in the latter end of February 
1764, and was received with joy. He continued 
to preach as he was able, both in.town and coun- 
try, till the latter end of June, when he arrived at 
New-York ; at which time he found himfelf a little 
better, and was enabled to preach in the fields to 
many who attended. He fpent the months of Sep- 
tember and Odtober at Philadelphia, where his la- 
bours were not invain in the Lorn. From thence 
he fet out by land for Georgia, and travelled thro’ 
the provinces. of Maryland,. Virginia, North and 
South-Carolina. He found much pleafure in this 
journey, by feeing the kingdom of the Redeemer 
{pread in thefe colonies, where little regard had 
been paid to. divine things for many: years before. 
He came fafe to Savannah in December, and found 
the colony profpering, and the Orphan-houfe ina 
flourifhing condition.. 

AFTER {pending the winter in Georgia he fet off 
for Philadelphia, and then for New-York, preach- 
ing, as he was able, all along. He embarked on 
board the packet for England, where he once more 
arrived on July the sth, 1765. By allthe accounts 
I have feen, it appears that. about this: period the 
life and power of religion began to decline in many 
places: fome lively and ufeful men were called 
home to glory, and others began to abate of their 
zeal'for the glory of Gop, and the good of fouls. 

No 
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No wonder then that we hear fo little about con 
verfions to Gop, and real changes of heart and 
life. 

In the beginning of September 1769, Mr. White- 
field embarked once more for America, and arriv- 
ed at Charleftown on the 30th of November. He 
was cordially received by his old friends, and found 
caufe to praife Gop, after a long and tedious voyage. 

ArFTeR he had fettled his affairs at the Orphan- 
houfe, and finifhed fome other bufinefs, he fet off 
for his northern journey, where he was enabled to 
preach oftener than he had for feveral years before. 
Mr. Whitefield fpeaks of refrefhing feafons, and 
many attending the word in every place where he 
preached. Ihave not the leaft doubt but Gop was 
with him more or lefs to the laft, and honoured 
his fervant with his bleffed prefence : but at the 
fame time I hear of no awakenings or conyerfions 
in the way and manner we read of twenty-five or 
thirty years ago. It is truly certain that ‘for above 
fifteen years, there had been a general falling away, 
and a great declenfion of the life and power of the 
gofpel in many places. Mr. Whitefield could not 
but fee this, and however he was unwilling to fpeak 
much of it in publick, he {poke freely of it in private 
to fome particular friends.. He could not help declar- 
ing, ‘that the very people whofe numbers had fo 
“* increafed by his miniftrations among them, va- 
“rious of them ufed him in a cold and unkind 
“‘ manner.” ‘This unkindnefs was increafed at one 
particular place, and that for no other reafon, but 
becaufe he would not fpeak all manner of evil of 
thofe whom Gop had bleffed. Mr. Whitefield put 
the beft face on thefe proceedings that he could, but 
could not help’ feeing and feeling “ that generous 
“ actions too often meet a bafe reward.” Several 
fenfible people who often heard him, both at Phila- 
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delphia and New-York, have frequently told me, 
that by his manner of preaching they could not 
help thinking, “ that his race was almoft run.’ 
He travelled towards Bofton, where he fpent fome 
time, and alfo in the places adjacent, with a mca- 
fure of comfort and pleafure in his labours. He 
took a little journey in the country to the eaftward, 
and, on his return to Bofton, he ftopped at New- 
bury-Port, where, on Sunday September the 3oth, 
he fell afleep in Jefus, and his fpirit went to the 
paradife of Gop. 

Tuus it pleafed the Lorp of Glory, that his fer- 
vant fhould leave his bones in that land where he 
had been fo ufeful to many fouls. 

Ir is certain, and will not ‘admit the fhadow of a 
doubt, that the blefled work of Gop, and revival 
of true religion, which began about the year 1735, 
and was more or lefs carried on till the conclufion 
of the laft war (for about that time I date the rapid 
declenfion of the life and power of true godlinefs) 
was fuch as thefe colonies never faw from their firft 
fettlement to the time that it began. 

11.17 may not be improper now to obferve a little, 
in what focieties the work of Gop had —_ 
moft for forty years paft. 

as] SHALE begin with thé church of England, 
and alfo take notice of the work in this church from 
the moft early period. Into feveral of thefe pro- 
vinces there were minifters of the church of Eng- 
land very early fent over; fome of which might. 
have the good of fouls at heart, but Iam forry to fay, 
that many of them were a fcandal to their name, 
a reproach to their office, and corrupters inftead of 
reformers of thofe among whom they laboured.” 
Several called by the name "of miffionaries were alfo 
fent out to propagate the gofpel, and to fpread it 
among the Indians : but who could expect to gs 
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of thefe men converting the Indians, who {till re» 
mained unconverted themfelves ? I remember fome 
years ago, in converfation with a gentleman of the 
jaw in the weft of England, he obferved to me 
that fome weeks befere, he had been on fome par- 
ticular bufinefs at London ; and one night as he 
happened to be ina tavern at fupper, there was a 
young gentleman in company who fwore at a pro- 
digious rate ; and when he queried with a friend that 
was near, who that perfon was? he was told that 
< he was a miffionary lately come from America 
Would to Gop that he had been the only one who 
aéted fo contrary to his name and office! But alas ! 
there have been too many of the fame ftamp in 
the time that is paft; and I am forry to fay that 
there are to be found fuch men in the prefent day. 
So that though the church of England has been 
fupported by the higher powers, from the moft ear- 
ly times of thefe colonies, I fpeak it with grief, 
fhe has never in general made a flourifhing figure 
in pure and powerful godlinefs. Can we expect it 
fhould be otherwife, when men of piety are not ad- 
mitted to be ordained by fome of the bifhops ; and 
men who are totally ftrangers to heart-religion, and 
deftitute of gifts, as well as grace, are admitted 
into the miniftry? Ido not fpeak this to caft any 
odium on any worthy pious men in the church of 
England, whether dignitaries or others: no, Gop 
forbid. I am deeply attached to the church of 
England both by confcience and principle, and my 
foul has been often deeply pained to fee the deplor- 
able ftate both of its minifters and people in Great- 
Britain, and alfo in thefe colonies. In the above 
* revival fpoken of, there were fome minifters, and 
many of the members of the church of England, 
who were deeply wrought upon ; yet many of the 
latter, when they could find no fpiritual food un- 
, der 
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der their own minifters, attended the preaching 
of the Prefbyterians and Baptifts, and thereby 
greatly increafed their number : but bleffed be Gop! 
the face of religion begins to put on another 
afpe&t in the church of England at prefent, than 
what it did years ago. There are in many places, 
both in towns and country, minifters who are fin- 
cerely engaged to promote the profperity of Zion, 
and the falvation of fouls: and bleffled be Gop ! 
1 can affirm from my own perfonal knowledge, that 
within thefe fix years, there are fome thoufands 
favingly brought home to Gop, who remain in full 
communion with that church, and I hope will con. 
tinue fo to do to the end of time. 

I nave often pleafed myfelf with thefe thoughts, 
that the Prefbyterians and others, who differ in com- 
munion from the church of England, had their day 
of vifitation, under Mr. Whitefield and others : now 
probably the time is come, when the minifters and 
members of the church of England, will have their 
day of general vifitation alfo. What would greatly 
tend to this, would be for every clergyman in that 
church to know affuredly, that religion does not 
confift in an empty form, but in the power of Gop, 
and in feeking the fame with all the heart. But 
more of this before I have finifhed my addrefs. 

12. As for the Baptifts they had a confiderable 
fhare in the late revival; their numbers, both in 
preachers and people increafed exceedingly. As I 
promifed above to fay fomething concerning this’ 
people, when I had fpoken a little of the church of 
England, I now take this opportunity. -I believe 
fome of the firft Baptifts that were in America fet- 
tled at Rhode-Iland, and from thence fpread them- 
felves over moft of the colonies. There were many 
of the firft of this people, both preachers and 
members. who were pious, holy and heavenly mind- 
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ed chriftians; notwithftanding their peculiar at- 
tachment to fome opinions, forms and modes of 
worfhip. They have continued a growing people in 
thefe colonies to this day ; and many among them 
are to the prefent, lively and fincere chriftians. I 
have often been forry, that there fhould have been 
fo much bigotry among thofe, who otherwife feem 
to be zealous to promote the welfare of fouls. But 
this has been, and will continue to be, while men 
fubftitute opinions for the life and love of the gof- 
pel. O that the happy times were come, 

¢ When parties, names and fects fhall fall, 

_ * And thou, O Chrift ! be all in all,’ 

Wuen this happy period commences, brother 
fhall not rife in oppofition to brother, but all who 
labour in the gofpel-field, will mutually ftrive to pro- 
mote, with all their might, the dear Redeemer’s king- 
dom. May the bride, and the fpirit in all, fay, come ! 

13. SoME of the Germans and Dutch alfo felt 
the falutary effects of the above revival. There 
are to this day worthy and lively minifters among 
thofe people, and fome of their members are {piri- 
tual chriftians. I could with that the fpirit of bi. 
gotry was more purged away from among them ; 
—certainly they would be. a more amiable people, 
and their preachers would be more blett in their la- 
bours. 
14. Ir was about the beginning of this revival 
that the people called Moravians began to appear 
in America, Several that were awakened by Mr. 
Whitefield joined with that people, and continue 
with them to this day. When the Moravians, fo 
called, firft made their appearance in England, and 
in America, their preachers were alive to Gop, 
and their labours bleft to many. But about the 
year 1746, they fell into Antinomian opinions, and 
many of them degenerated into Antinomian prac- 
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aces; For a proof of this fee various placcs in Mr, 
Wefley’s journals, with his queries to the count 
Zinzingdorff, and fome other pieces laid before the 
publick. With segard to various, other fects in 
thefe provinces, fome feattering ones might be 
touched, in the bleffed revival already mentioned; 
but their numbers being {mall,-and not. having 
much intercourfe with others, little can be faid with 
regard to any particular work that has been among 
them. _ ee 
. Tue Prefbyterians fhared the moft largely in the 
above pouring forth of the {pirit of Gop, and their 
numbers greatly increafed thereby. In feveral pro- 
vinces where they were fcarce known before, they 
began to fpread, and the work of convgrfion flou- 
rihed among them. . 
15. As for the Seceders, or, as they {tile themi- 
felves, the Scotch Prefbyterians, it has only been of 
late years that they have become any way confide- 
rable. There are fome worthy men who labour 
among them, and feveral of their members, we 
have reafon to believe, are fincere, and adoim the 
gofpel. But an aftonifhing bigotry, and zealous 
attachment to fome. peculiar opinions, in doctrine 
and modes of worfhip, prevail too much among 
this people in America, as wéll as in Great-Britain 
2nd Ireland. Happy would it be for the church 
‘of Chit, fall = preach and poffefs the pow- 
er of godlinefs would unite their ftrength as one 
man, and jointly attack the kingdom of dark- 
nefs; and, Sampfon-like, make the pillars of hell 
bow and break; fo that the whole building might 
tumble down to the ground. By doing this many 
would ceafe to beat the air, and grafp at a thadow, 
while the fubftance cfeapes them all the while. 
Where this-is attended to, rcligion in its life and 
power will dourifh, and fin, as afhamed, hide its 
horrid head. F Vy, 
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We have briefly viewed the ftates of religion from 
the moft early fettlement of thefe colonies to the 
prefent day. I now come to my fecond propofi- 
tion, viz. to point out the decay of vital piety, and 
what, in my judgment, have been the caufes of the 
deplorable declenfion of the fame, which now in 
general abounds in thefe lands. ; , 

2. Tue great decay of the life and power of the 
- gofpel, even among thofe who were the firft in 
rank for devotion to God, of any in thefe colonies, 
is eafy to be obferved by a difcerning eye. What 
then muft we look for or expect from others, who 
were never fo highly favoured of God, nor fuch 
a work found among them? Notwithftanding the 
gofpel is in many places preached with a mea- 
fure of life and power, and that by minifters of 
different denominations ; how rarely do we hear of 
deep convictions, found converfions, and_ lives 
blooming with holinefs to the Lord? If I miftake 
not I have the. happinefs of knowing fome of the 
moft lively preachers that are in the provinces of 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland ; 
and alfo good information of feveral in Virginia, and 
the fouthern provinces. What then are the fenti- 
ments of thofe who labour in the cities, where the 
congregations are largeft, and where the opportuni- 
ties of improvement are far beyond thofe in the 
country, places—is it not “¢ that a general deadnefs 
<¢ prevails more or lefs in all their congregations !”” 
Let us take a view of the people in hearing the moft 
folemn truths of the gofpel: Do they pay that deep 
- attention and ferious regard to the fame as they 
ought? Do they really feem as if they were inte- 
refted in the great truths delivered ? Do they appear 
to hear for eternity ? Do they hang upon the preach- 
ers lips, and hear the meflage of Gop from his 
mouth? Inftead of this, except among a few, there 
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is the utmoft inattention, careleffnefs and indiffer. 
ency fhewn, both by male and female. Moft feem 
to be glad when the fervice is over, and many can- 
not have the patience to tarry till the blefiing is 
pronounced, but hurry out in the moft unbecoming 
manner. And if this is the cafe in many of the 
moft ferious congregations—what is it then in thofe 
where the worfhip of Gop is a mere dull, infipid 
form, both in preachers and people ?. 

<¢ Where churchmen {eripture for the claffics quit, 

*¢ Polite apoftates from Gop’s grace to wit.” — 

Tuts now leads me to view thofe a little who 
bear the facred name of Gop’s minifters, who are 
totally eftranged from the knowledge of Gop. Tam 
much affured of this truth, that many there are, of 
almoft every fee or party, to be found in thefe co- 
lonies, who know little more of the do€trines of the 
new birth, or of the faith, hope and love of the 
gofpel, according to the plan of falvation laid 
down in the word of Gop, than the favage tribes 
that roam the deferts in this land from year to 
year. If this is the cafe with teachers, what 
muft be the deplorable ftate of the hearers? Indeed 
the cafe of thefe is notorioufly deplorable. Do 
not the fins of drunkennefs, fwearing, uncleannefs, 
fraud, with a total neglect and contempt of all that 
is facred, prevail among thoufands ? Look into their 
families, and you will find them prayerlefs, chrift- 
lefs and gracelefs, to an aftonifhing degrees How 
many thoufands never attend the publick ordi- 
nances from week to week, from month to month 
—nay, fome from year to year? Pride and luxury 
in drefs, furniture, eating and drinking, univerfally 
prevail. Alas! how is the gold become dim in thefe 
lands ; and how with many is the fine gold changed ! 
Tell it not in Gath, publifh it not in the ftrects of 
Afkelon, how the mighty are fallen, and the wea- 

pons 


C 3 ) 


pons of war are perifoed ! Shall we wonder then 


that the fars in their courfes fight againft thefe lands ? _ 


Rather ought we not to wonder that Gop has not 
brought a fcourge upon them before this day ? How 
many, who once began to ran well, are turned 
vile apoftates from Gop and his ways ; and how 
feeble and languifhing is the faith, hope and love 
of many of Gop’s fervants and children? Who can 
number the adulterers and adultreffes, who know not 
that the friendfhip of the world is enmity againft Gov!-- 
the concealed idolators, who have their chambers of 
imagery within, and fet up their idols in their hearts /— 
the envious Cains, who carry murder in their breafis!— 
the profane Klaus, who give up their birthright for a 
Jenfual gratification ; and covetous Judafes, who fell 
the truth which they fhould buy, and part with Chrift 
for filthy lucre’s fake /—the fons of Gon, who, look at 
' “the daughters of men, and take to themfelves wives of 
all which they choofe '—the gay Dinahs, who vifit the 
daughters of the land, and come home polluted in body 
or in foul /—the filthy Onans, who defile the templesof 
Gop /!—the prophets of Bethel, who deceive the pre- 
phets of Judah, entice them out of the way of felf- 
denial, and bring the roaring lion and death upon 
them !—the fickle Marcufes, who depart when they 
Joould go to the work ‘—the felf made prophets, whe 
run before they are fent, and fcatter inftead of profit- 
ing the people !—the furious Zedekiahs, who make 
themfelves horns of iron, to pu/h the true fervants of 
the Lorn, becaufe they will not prophefy Jmooth things 
and deceit as they do! Who can count the fretful Jo- 
nahs, who are angry to death when the worm of dif- 
appointment fmites the gourd of their creature happi- 
nefs '—the weak Aarons, who dare not refift a mul- 
titude, and are carried by the ftream into the grofe/t 


abfurdities !—the jealous Miriams, who rife againfe | 


the minifiers that Gov honours /—the crafty Libas, 
wha 
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who calummate and fupplant their brethrep !—the ° 
treacherous Joabs, who kifs them that they may have 
an opportunity of jtabbing them under the fofth rib !— 
the bufy fons of Leruiah, who perpetually ftir up re- 
fentment and wrath !—the mifchievous Doegs, who 
carry about poifonous feandal, and blow up the fire of 
difcord !—the hypocritical Gehazis, who look like 
Saints before their mafters and minifters, and yet com 
lie and impioufly cheat /—the halting Naamans, wha 
Jerve the Lorn, and bow to Rimmon !—the back/lid- 
ing Solomons, who once chofe wifdom, but now pur- 
Jue folly in her moft extravagant and impious forms /— 
the apoftatizing Alexanders, who tread under foot 
the Son of Gov, and count the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith they were fandtified, an unholy thing ; 
and, to include multitudes in one clafs, the Sansaritans, 
who, by @ common mixture of truth and error, of 
heavenly and earthly mindednefs, worfhip the Loxp 
and ferve their gods ; are one day for Gop and the 
next for maminon '—or the thoufands in Ifrael, who halt 
between two opinions, crying out when Elijah prevails, 
The Lorp he is the Gop! and when Jezebel tri- 
umphs, returning to the old fong, O Baal fave us! 
O trinity of the world, Maney, Pleafure and Ho- 
nour, make us happy! 

O that my head were waters, and mine eyes foun- 
tains of tears, to deplore with Jeremiah the flain of 
the daughter of Gov’s people, who live in pleafure, 
and are dead while they live! O that my eyes, like 
David’s, did run down with water, becaufe men, pro- 
Selfing godlinefi, keep not Gov’s law! O that I had 
the tenderne/s of St. Paul, to tell you, even weeping, 
of thofe who mind earthly things, thofe who have 
greatly finned, and have not repented / 

AtmMosv all, when they come to the foot of the 
hill of difficulty, take their leave of Jefus as a 
guide, becaufe he leads on through {piritual death 
to 
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to the regeneration. Some difliking that door, ssc 
thieves and robbers climb up an cafier way: and 
others leaving the highway of the crofs, under va- 
rious pretences, make for themfelves and others, 
broad and downwacd roads, leading not to Zion, 
but to the chambers of death. 

I nave juft made a few general obfervations upon 
the deplorable ftate of many in thefe ands, and 
fhall therefore at prefent‘fay little more on this 
head, till I come to the third part of my addrefs. 
It is a truth, however melancholy, thar although 
there are a goodly number, both of preachers and 
people in thefe lands, who have not bowed their 
knees to Baal, yet the far greater part live without 
Gop, without Curist, and without hope in the 
world. , 

. 2, Come we now, to inquire a little into the caufes 
of this declenfion of vital religion, that every where 
fhows itfelf to a difcerning and fpiritual mind. 

Anp tft. I dare declare, without the leaft hef- 
tation, that Iuxury is one of the grand caufes of 
the above complaint. When the firft fettlers came 
to this land, they were in general a poor people, 
and therefore they had not thofe incitements to ftir 
up their minds to the wickednefs that now abounds. 
Some few there were, it is true, who had of this 
world’s goods, among the firft who inhabited this 
land ; but as they were few in number, they were 
alfo for the moft part fuch as had the fear of Gop 
before their eyes. This was eminently the cafe 
with the firft of the Puritans who fettled in New- 
England, and alfo of the Quakers who fettled in 
Pennfylvania. But how is the cafe altered, and the 
fcene changed in this our day? Luxury in drels, 
furniture, eating and drinking, abounds in cities, 
towns and provinces. When I was in Charleftown, 
South-Carolina, near feventeen years ago, I was en- 
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tirely amazed to fee the luxury that abounded there. 
I had never feen the like in any place where provi- 
dence had called me before. From the accounts I 
had read and heard of the flourifhing ftate of reli- 
gion in America, I expected to find a people truly 
devoted to the Lord: but alas! I found, except among 
afew, quite the contrary. Indeed the behaviour 
of many fhocked me to the higheft degree. » This 
was not only the cafe with the poor negroes, and 
the lower clafs of people, but of thofe in more ele- 
vated ftations of life. Except among the Baptifts 
I could hardly either fee or ‘hear of the life and 
power of religion among any. A gentleman of 
fenfe, and who had the fear of Gop before his 
eyes, gave me fuch an account of the abominable 
wickednefs of the inhabitants; as made me: blufli 
and weep. I fear they are no better, but rather 
worfe at this day. Indeed, fince the conclufion of 
the laft war, luxury of every kind has flowed in 
fafter than ever, and fpread itfelf-as a deluge all 
around. Goto the churches of the various deno- 
minations that are in thefe lands, and there you will 
fee young girls, hopkeepers and tradefmens daugh- 
ters drefled like peerefles of the firftirank 5° and 
thefe who few for their bread treading faft on their 
heels in the fame path. Many of the young men 
come not a whit behind the women. The Quakers 
are indeed more modeft, and not fo fantaitic in 
their drefs, but Iam ready to believe their expence 
is as great, and probably with fome of them more fo. 

adly. From the article of drefs let us turn our 
eyes to the furniture and food of the inhabitants. 
Here alfo luxury abounds, and rolls along in a full 
tide: How does the furniture of many houfes fhine, 
and their tables groan with piles of-food ? which is 
far more than hofpitably good. Some may fay, 
“What, may we not do what we will with our 
‘ “ owm??”? 
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“ own??? Your own! who told you fo? It is no. 
your own, but Gop’s! You are only ftewards v. 
what you poffefs.; and, wo be unto yous in that 
day, if you give not a proper account of your 
fteward{hip. 

2. ANOTHER caufe of the prefent declenfion is, 
that the Antinomian preachers and hearers every 
where abound. To underftand me properly, I do not 
mean fpeculative Antinomians, but practical An- 
tinomians, perfons who make void the law through 
faith ; who, in order to exalt Chrift, as they phrafe 
it, trample all felf-denial under their feet. Is it 
nota truth, notorioufly fo, that many gentlemen and 
ladies, fo called, repeatedly break the Lord’s-Day, 
by having the barber te drefs their heads, fo as to 
render them, like a number of fcare-crows, fit only 
to fright the birds from the corns 

Wovip to Gop I could fay that tone who 
mount the pulpit on the Lord’s-Day fet this horrid 
example! But Gop knows that there are fach mi- . 
nifters, who repeatedly break this day, by having 
the barber to attend them. ‘There are feveral mi- 
nifters, who fome years ago were patterns of feli- 
denial, taking up their crofs and boldly ftanding 
up for Chrift, who, alas, are now cold, faint-hearted 
and. dreadfully lukewarm in the ways of Gop. The 
whole of their conduct declares them to be practical 
Antinomians. If this is the cafe of minifters, the 
old adage will naturally follow, “ Like prieft, like 
“© people !” Is it not notorious, that many minifters 
prefer a little popularity to’ plain dealing ? They tove 
to fee a crowd of worldly-minded hearers, rather 
than a little flock, a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. They dare not fhake their congregations to 
purpofe, nor thunder the terrors of the Lord to awake 
them out of ficep. uther’s advice to Melanéthon, 
‘¢ Scandaliza fortiter : fo preach that thofe who de 
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» not fall out with their fins, may fall out with 
~ thee,”’? is more and more unfafhionable. How 
iany daub the wall with untempered mortar ; and 
aereby heal the burt of the daughier of Gov’s peo- 
“fe, in a way and manner that will never bear the 
~oft of Him who hall judge the guick and dead ! 

Tue ancient Puritans ftrongly infifled upon the 
new birth and perfonal holinefs; but thefe dodtrines, 
by many of their apoftate fons, feem now to. grow 
entirely out of date. The gofpel, with many, is 
now caft into another mould: people would be 
in Ghrift without being new creatures, or new 
creatures without cafting old things away. The 
obf{ervation of, the ancient father is fully verified in 
this our day : “‘ Before Conftantine’s time,” fays he, 
“* we had wooden pulpits and golden minifters ! 
“‘ but now, alas! we have got golden pulpits, and 
“¢ wooden-preachers !”” 

3» ANoTHER caule of the prefent ftate of religion 
is the admiffion and entertaining of thofe vermin 
and locufts of players in the cities and towns of 
this continent. ‘Thefe entertainments are deftru€tive 
of all good moralsin thofe who greedily follow them. 
The {trolling ftage-players are, in general, a com- 
pany of the moft abandoned, and diffolute of mea 
and women. ‘They are a peft to fociety, a pub- 
lick nuifance, and they featter all around jirebrands, 
arrows and death! It was a pleafure to every pious 
mind to fee that the gentlemen in congrelfs attended 
to this fore evil ; and I pray Gop that they never 
may be permitted to a@ in thefe cities any more. 
What the ftage is to the inhabitants of the cities, 
horferacing, cockfighting, &’c. are to the people in 
' the country. It was with no lefs pleafure that I 
obferved thefe things forbidden by the gentlemen 
met in congrefs alfo, and glad fhall I be if they are 
never allowed more. 
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Tue money that the army brought mto Americ: 
and their pernicious example in many things la: 
war, helped on the corruption of manners, an 
fpread the baneful infection wherever they cam 
Since the conclufion of the war, many thoufanc: 
have fettled in thefe provinces. Trade has flow 
rifhed, whereby money has flowed in apace, and 
raifed many to the pofleflion of opulent fortunes, 
whofe fathers were glad to get their bread by the 
fweat of the brow. 

Turse things confidered, we fhall not wonder 
at the fondnefs that is found in many, to fcenes of 
diffipation of every kind and degree. 

4. ANOTHER fin which cries aloud to heaven for 
punifhment, is the fuffering thofe dens of unclean- 
nefs, houfes of proftitution, to remain in any city, 
town or village of this land. This alfo is one of 
the baleful effects of luxury and fulnefs of bread. 
Thoufands of youth are ruined in thofe dens of the 
deftroyer, in foul, body and fubftance. 

5. ANOTHER Caufe is that horrid trade of man- 
ftealing and man-felling. How can the world believe, 
that a people a@ a truly confiftent part, fuppofing 
we put chriftianity entirely out of the queftion, who 
while they are exerting every means to defend their 
liberties, and tranfmit them down to pofterity, yet 
keep others in an unconditional and unlimited bon- 
dage to themfelves! What haft thou done ! the voice 
of thy brother’s blood eryeth unto me from the ground.” 
Genefis iv. 10. I make not the leaft {cruple to de- 
clare to all the world, that the monftrous fin of 
the flave-trade is one of thofe great evils that has fo 
highly provoked Almighty Gop, as to permit the 
parent country and thefe colonies to fall by the ears, 
threatening, what fomany juftly fear, to ftain the land 
with the blood of its inhabitants. The refolution of 
the gentlemen of the congrefs refpecting the flave- 

trade, 
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trade, is worthy to be wrote in capitals of gold, and to 
be tranfmitted down to the lateft pofterity. May afu- 
ture period ftiil produce fomething more falutary and 
pleafingly cheeriul, refpecting thofe poor outcatts 
of men! and may every good man fay, amen ! 
6. ANOTHER grand caufe of the declenfion of 
religion, and the difpleafure of Gop, is that publick 
- robbery of fmuggling. How many in thefe pro- 
vinces have raifed immenfe fortunes, by robbing the 
king, and greatly hurting, and, in effea, robbing 
the fair trader! This is a notorious truth, and a 
crying fin, that is regiftered in the annals of hea- 
ven; which, if not wafhed away by the blood of 
the Lamb, will one day appear and fink thofe un- 
happy men in a fevenfold deeper perdition. HH 
aman fteals from his neighbour, or robs on the 
highway, the law condemns him to fore punifhment, 
pethaps to the gallows: what punifhment then do 
thofe deferve, who rob the king, their common parent, 
and hundreds of their honeft neighbours from day 
to day ? I fincerely hope, that the legiflature of the 
colonies will earneftly join their power with govern- 
ment to extirpate, and utterly abolifh every ap- 
pearance of this diabolical trade among them.. 

Tuere is indeed not only a total difregard of 
confcience and law with refpect to f{muggling, but alfo 
in various appointments among men. To fet this 
in a ftriking light, I thall only tranfcribe from a late 
author, Mr. Difney, what is truly pertinent to my 
purpofe: The oath taken by all captains of fhips 
every time they return from a trading voyage, runs 
in thefe terms : 

“* Ido fwear, that the entry above written, now ten- 
“< dered and fubfcribed by me, is a juft report of the 
“« name of my fhip, its burden, built, property, num- 
“ber and country of mariners, the prefent matter 
*< and voyage: and that it doth further contain a true 

** account 
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e account of my lading, with the particular marks, 
«¢ numbers, quantity, quality and confignment of 
<< all the goods and merchandizes in my faid thip, 
< to the beft of my knowledge ; and that { have not 
« broke bulk, or delivered any goods out of my 
«¢ faid fhip fince her loading in. So help me Gop!” 

THese words are fo clear, exprefs and unambi- 
guous, that they require no explanation. But who 
takes this plain oath, without being knowingly and 
deliberately forfworn? Does one captain in fifty ? 
Does one in five hundred? O! how many captains 
of fhips are guilty of the wilful fin of perjury! 

7.WueEN a juftice of the peace isfworn into the com- 
miffion, he makes oath, *¢ That he fhall do equal right 
«* to the poor and to the rich, after his cunning, wit 
<< and power, and after the laws and cuftoms of the 
“ realm, and ftatutes thereof made, in all articles in 
‘ the king’s commiffion to him direéted.”—What 
thofe articles are you will find in the commiffion : 
«© We have affigned you, and every one of you, joint- 
“ly and feverally to keep, and cavfe to be 
“ kept, all ordinances and ftatutes made for 
¢ the quiet, rule and government of our people, in 
<¢ all and every article thereof, according to the force 
<< form and effet of the fame, and to chaftife and 
“© punifh all perfons offending againft any of them, 
“ according to the form of ftatutes and ordinances.” 
So that he is folemnly fworn to the execution of 
all fuch ftatutes as the legiflative power of the nation 
has thought proper to put under his care. Such 
are all thofe, among others, made againft drunk- 
ennefs, tipling, profane fwearing, blafphemy, lewd 
and diforderly practices, and profanation of the 
Lord’s-day. How a magiftrate, who neglects to 
punith excefs, profanenefs and impiety, can excufe 
himfelf from the guilt of perjury, I don’t under- 
ftand. 
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‘Pe oath that all thofe in grand-juries take is, if 

‘thing, more folemn, and their charge more ftridt: 
».t alas!‘ how few obferve it in every particular? 

dd to the above, all conftables and cuftom-houfe 
“fieers, whofe oaths are equally ftri@, and their 
‘uty very comprehenfive. I am afraid, upon a 
ftrict {erutiny, that moft of them will be found 
guilty of wilful perjury from day to day. 

I sat conclude this head in the weighty words 
of the author above-recited: “* Moft of thefe, I 
“am afraid, look upon their oaths as things of 
** courfe, and little to be regarded : but can there 
*“ be any thing in the world more facred than an 
‘oath? Is it not a folemn appeal to Gop for your 
** fincerity ?. And is not that very appeal an acknow- 
** ledgment, that be will furely punith falfehood? 
“* Nay further, is it not calling down the vengeance. 
“of Gop upon yourfelves if you are falfe? Do 
““ you not, by laying your hand upon the gofpel, 
“¢ declare, that you hope for no falvation by Chrift 
“if you perform not what you then promife, or, 
“if what you then affirm, is not true? And do 
“not the words, So help me Gon ! fully prove, 
“that the intention’ of your oath is fo? And if 
*‘ you fwear falfe, you are to expeét no mercy from 
“* Gop, either in this world or the next? And do 
“‘ you not perfonally and exprefsly give your con- 
“‘fent to this heavy curfe by kiffing the book ? 
** How then dare any of you to venture to play with 
** fo awful an engagement ? Is it that you think the 
“* oath of a grand-jury-man, a captain, or an officer 
“of the cuftoms, is not as facred and binding as 
** on an evidence at the bar ? What is it that can 
** make the difference? Both of them are equally 
“ appeals to Gop, and imprecations of his venge- 
** ance upon wilful perjury.” 

Can 
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~ Can any man, unlefs he is deprived of his re 
fon, maturely ponder the above, without feelin; 
himfelf deeply affeCted with the fame! O that men 
would lay thefe things to heart, and no longer fport 
with that which in the end, without repentance, 
will fling their fouls with eternal remorfe, and co- 
ver them with evelafting fhame. 

Lev us turn our eyes a little now to the Weit- 
India iflands : Is the flate of —— better there ? 
No! Gop knows that in all the above particu- 
lars mentioned, they far exceed all the colonies. 
There, vice of every kind grows with a rapid pro- 
duction. The torrent of iniquity roils along with 
a full tide, and {weeps many thoufands dewn to— 

** Regions of forrow, doleful shades, 

_“ Where. peace and reft can never dwell !’” 

Tues drunkennefs, whoredom, adultery, biaf- 
phemy, fabbath-breaking, with luxury of every kind 
reigns triumphant. The profpect is truly deplor- 
able, and muift extort groans from every feeling 
heart, and tears from every chriftian’s eye. 

3 i Now come to fhow the baleful effects of this 
general apoftacy from Gop and his ways. 

As I have given fome broad hints hereof already 
as I have gone along, I fhall be the more brief on 
this head ; and the rather, as 1 am afraid that my 
addrefs will exceed its intended bounds. In order 
therefore, permit me to draw a few parallels between 
that once highly favoured people the Jews, and the 
inhabitants of thefe colonies. 

1. Dip Gop complain of the Jews, Even from the 
days of your fathers ye have gone away from mine or 
dinances, and have not kept them! And how jultly 
may he make the fame complaints of us ? For how 
exceeding fmall a portion do we find of thofe in any 
place who call theimfelves chriftians, that make a 
con{cience of attending them ? Does one third of the 

inhabitants 
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»bitants in town or country conflantly attend the 
. of Gop? Does one tenth of thofe who ac- 
snowledge it as an inftitution ef Chrift, duly attend 
the Lord’s fupper? Inftead of this, how many 
thoufands are found among us who never partook 
of the fupper of the Lorp ? How many thoufands 
are there that live and die in this unrepented dif 
obedience ? What multitudes alfo that never go to 
any place of publick worfhip, but fpend the Lord’s 

day in the moft beaftly and fhocking manner ! 

2. Ye have heard that it was faid of them of old 
time, becauje of fwearing the land mourneth. But if 
this might be faid of the land of Canaan, how 
much more of this land? In what city or town, in 
what market or coffee-houle, in what tireet or place 
ot publick refort, is not the holy name whereby 
we are called, taken in vain from day to day? 
Whither can we turn, where can we go, without 
hearing fome praying to Gop for damnation, either 
on his neighbour or himfelf ? Nay, how many of 
the very children in thefe colonies, are vile beyond 
meafure, in taking the name of Gop in vain! 
How often have I been thocked to hear them 
in the ftreets of. New-York and Philadelphia 
fwearing in the moft horrid manner! Was this 
vice only confined to. men. and boys, it would be 
dreadful enough ; but what fhall we think of thofe 
ladies who are as foul-mouthed as any dray-man or 
foldier ? O! how does fuch a condué debafe a lady 
beneath the character of an oy{ter-woman. 

“* A lady! pardon my miftaken pen,- 

*¢ A fhamelefs woman is the worft of men!” 

I MIGHT enumerate a number of particulars, in 
which many are deeply involved, high and low, rich 
and poor, and fome priefts, as well as people ; but I 
have hinted at thofe already, and therefore I fhall 
only obferve, that there was no fin that Gop charged 
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his ancient people with, but he may juftly cho. 
on the inhabitants of thefe colonies. 

3. Wuar fwarms of {peculative and prac 
deifts are found in thefe provinces ! How many 
the whole tenor of their conduct fhew that they 
pay no regard to the words of infpiration ! They 
trample on the word of life, and count the. blood of 
the covenant an unholy thing. 

4. As a dreadful proof of our apoftacy from Gop, 
how are we vifited with the judgments of the Lord! 
Was there ever fuch an appearance of Gop’s. dit- 
pleafure againft thefe colonies fince their firtt fettle- 
ment as now fhews itfelf in this our day ? The hand 
of the Lorp is evidently ftretched out againft the 
inhabitants of this land. What the event may be, 
he that fits in the heavens alone knows! Our times 
are in his hands, and he can foon ordain peace for us. 

He points the fars their courfes, and turns the hearts 
_ of men as the rivers in the fouth. Neverthelefs, 
every man who views the prefent difturbances with 
a calm and deliberate attention, muft fee in the 
cleareft manner, that dreadful days await thefe co- 
lonies, unlefs Almighty Gop interpofes in their 
behalf. ‘ 

4. [now come to point out fome means that 
may be ufed for the revival of true godlinefs in this 
land. 

1. It behoves every minifter of the gofpel to lay 
this deeply to heart. As for thofe who have the 
name, and are ftrangers to the nature of their of- 
fice, I expeé&t no good from them. May the Lorp 
awaken fuch men, and fhew them the dreadful 
ftate they are in, before they drop into the pit of 
everlafting flames. From thofe who believe and 
preach the gofpel, we fhould expect every thing 
good and great. You are called upon to lift up the 
woice as @ trumpet, and to how the houfe of Ifraet 

their 
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their tranfgreffions, and the feed of Facob their fins. 
_ Hear what the Lorp Gop of heaven fays, unto 
every one who minifters in holy things : Son of man, 
-. _ have made thee a watchman unto the houfe of Ifrael, 
. therefore hear the word of my mouth, and give them 


warning from me. When I fay unto the wicked, thou 
Joalt furely die ; and thou giveft him not warning, nor 
Speake to warn the wicked fram his wicked way to . 
fave his life, the fame wicked man fhall die in his ini- 
quity, but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet 
if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from bis 
wickednefs, nor from his wicked way, be fhall die in 
bis iniquity, but thou haft delivered thy foul. Ezckick 
lil. 17, 18, 19. Again, Son of man, /peak to the 
children of thy people, and fay unto them, when I 
bring the fword upon a land, if the people of the land 
take a man of their coafts, and fet him for their watch- 
man: if, when he feeth the fword come upon the land, 
he blow the trumpet and warn the people ; then who- 
foever heareth the found of the trumpet, and taketh 
not warning ; if the fword come and take him away, 
his blood foall be upon his own head. But if the 
watchman fee the fword come, and blow not the trum- 
pet, and the people be not warned; if the fword come 
and take away any perfon from among them, he is taken 
away in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at the 
watchman’s hand. Ezekiel xxxill. 2, 3, 4. 6. 

Here then is the duty of every faithful watchman 
clearly pointed out. Let the peopie be warned in 
publick and in private, without fear or favour. 
Let them be told of their danger in the moft exprefs 
terms, left they die gracelefs and chriftlefs. Be not 

\ afraid of their faces, left Gon confound thee before 
them, Enforce the duty of family religion; and 
let none approach the Lord’s table but thofe who 
have family prayer; and who fay by the whole of « 
their conduct, as for me and my houfe, we will ferve 
the Lorp. H Ler 
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Let no drunkard, fwearer, unclean perfon, fa. 
bath-breaker, liar, extortioner or fmuggler, ay 
proach the Lorn’s table. Infpeét the lite and con. 
verfation of all who are in {tri fellowfhip with 
you, and fee if every one adorns the gofpel of Gop 
their Saviour in all things. Set a part times for 
publick prayer among your people, and enforce 
this duty with all your might. Set apart times and 
feafons to examine into the fpiritual progrefs of thofe 
‘under your care, and ufe every method to help 
them forward in the ftrength of the Lorp. What 
is the preaching a fermon once a week, or once in 
two weeks ! Is this all that is required of a chriftian 
teacher ? I verily believe fome think fo ; and there- 
fore, except when they attend chriftenings, marri- 
ages and burials, how few think any further about 
their office ! May the great fhepherd of the fheep, 
imprefs our duty more and more upon our hearts ; 
and may we fo labour, as to be clear of the blood 
of all men. 

2. Ler every man in office exert himfelf for the 
glory of Gop. Let all drunkards, profane {wearers 
or fabbath-breakers be punifhed as the law dircéts ; 
and above all, let all houfes of ill fame be careful- 
ly fought out, and every one who is concerned 
therein, punifhed in the moft exemplary manner. 
Not only begin this, but perfevere therein, till nei- 
ther root nor branch of this horrid wickednefs re- 
mains in any city, town or village of this land. 

Ler all parents imitate Abraham and Jofhua 
with refpect to their children and fervants, that the 
bleffing, and not the curfe of Gop, may be upon 
them and theirs for-ever and ever. Let all, young 
and old, bond and free, male and female, turn to 
the Lorp with one heart, and with one mind: fo will 

» the Lorp hear from heaven, and fend the bleflings 
of grace, faith, hope and love down, that the 
barren 
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.oarren tree may yet bud and bloflom, and bring 
‘orth much fruit to the glory of Gop, and the fal- 
vation of many fouls. 

5. Let me fum up the whole by an affectionate 
exhortation. 

1. I sat addrefs myfelf to thofe, whether high 
or low, rich or poor, who are ftrangers to Gop 
and his Curist, and who violate his facred laws 
from day to day. Alas my brethren ! what are yow 
a doing, and where do you intend to go? The 
road you are now in, leads down to the chanrbers 
of eternal death and damnation. Inftead of mak- 
ing your calling and election fure, you are making 
your eternal ruin fure. Do you believe that there 
is a Gop, heaven or hell ? If you do, can you any, 
longer live in fin? Will you after all. go on and perfilt 
in the paths of the deftroyer? Let me entreat you, 
for once to lay your hand on your breaft, and afk 
your foul, how you will appear at the bar of Gop, 
if you die in your prefent ftate? O! what a day 
will that be to thee, when the Son of Man hall 
come in the clouds of heaven, if thou art found 
out of Curist, and a ftranger to the covenant of 
promife? How wilt thou look when the trumpet is 
founding, the graves: opening, the dead arifing, the 
judge appearing, the lightning flafhing, the thun- 
der and the waves of the fea roaring, the rocks 
rending, mens hearts failing for fear, with our Gop 


in grandeur, and the whole univerfe in. flames? . 


What meaneft thou then, O fleeper ! call now upon thy 
Gop, that thou perifh not. Awake to righteoufne/s 
and fin no more, left Gov fwear in his wrath thou fhalt 
never enter into his reff. Yall down this. moment 
upon your knees before the Lorp, and beg from 
your very foul, that the Saviour of the world would 
have mercy upon you. Pray for repentance, pray 
for faith, for pardon and holinefs, and who knows 
but 
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but the Lorp will have mercy upon yott, afte .\' 
you have done. 

2. You that have a name to live, and are de>: 
to the power and life of godlinefs: 1 would call upi 
you to examine yourfelves, and know what you ars 
about. Your fig-leaf covering won’t bear the pierc, 
ing ferutiny of the juftice of Gop ; no, not for a 
moment! Hafte then, fly with all your foul to 
Chrift ; and earneftly pray that the Lorp would 
_ ftrip you, in order that you may be cloathed with 

the garments of falvation. Pray that he would 
fhew you your poverty, that he may enrich you 5 
your blindnefs, that he may give you fight; your 
ficknefs, that he may pour into your hearts the balm . 
of peace, and truly heal your wounded fin-fick foul. 

3. You that once began to run well, but whom 
fatan, the world, and your own wicked hearts, have 
turned afide into the paths of the deftroyer—For the 
Lord’s fake ! awake from the dreadful ftate that you 
are in, and call upon that Gop who is able and 
willing to heal your backflidings and love you freely. 
Efcape for your life, look not behind you, nor ftop any 
longer in all the plain, but fly to Curist left you 
fhould be eternally confumed. 

4. A worp alfo to thofe who mourn for Gop. 
Hath the Lorp in tender mercy opened your eyes ? 
Do you fee and feel your danger ? Do you hunger 
and thirft for Gop ? Are you weary, heavy laden, 
_and labouring after reft? If fo, you are invited to 
come to Curist! He ftands with open arms to 
receive you into the ark of the everlafting covenant. 
O may you now look to him and feel him nigh | 
May you now be enabled to believe in Jefus, and 
call out with Thomas, My Lord and my God ! May 
you this moment hear him fay, Ari/e, Shine, for thy 
light is come, amd the glory of the Lorn is rifen upon 


thee / 
5. As 
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: ;. As for thofe who know Gop reconciled to 
fouls through Jefus, happy are they! O! fee 
en, that you adorn the gofpel of Gop your Sa- 
cour in all things. Be patterns of holinefs, felf- 
~.enial and devotion to Gop, in this dark benighted 
sand. Let others fee your good wirks, that they, by 
turning from fin, may glorify your Father which is in 
‘heaven ! Stand faft in the liberty wherewith Curist 
hath made you free, and be not entangled again with 
the yoke of bondage! Let your converfation be in heas- 
ven, and your affections more and more fet on things 
above / Let your loins always be girt, and your lights 
burning ! Earneftly purfue all the mind of Chrift 
Jefus ! Your character is to be clothed with the fun, 
and to have the moon beneath your feet. Therefore my 
beloved brethrens be ye fteadfaft, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lorn, forafmuch as ye. 
know, that your labour is not in vain in the Lorpv! 


